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Introduction

The invention of photography in 1839 co-incided to a
remarkable degree with an era of unparalleled British
imperial expansion and consolidation

Early photographers were thus able to document this
phenomenon, and through the lenses of commercial
operators, explorers, administrators, and soldiers, the
British Empire in the latter half of the nineteenth century
was photographed in all its stages and for a variety of
purposes, from the recording of early explorations and
contacts with aboriginal inhabitants to the settlements of
pioneers and farmers, the building of railways, roads,
and bridges, and the growth of cities.

As contributions to knowledge, visual propaganda, souve-
nirs for tourists, or simply reflecting pride in the architec-
tural and engineering achievements of the British in newly
opened territories, this body of work stands as an impor-
tant source for the study of both historical events and
photographic history.

This microfiche edition of the photograph collection of

the Royal Commonwealth Society comprising some
45,000 pictures makes available for study and use what
is perhaps the most extensive existing body of photo-
graphs related to imperial and Commonwealth history.

The collection

Founded in 1868 as the Colonial Society, the Royal
Commonwealth Society built up a collection of historical
photographs that was soon seen.as an integral part of a
comprehensive survey of the Empire, and from 1896
onward the Society solicited pictorial contributions from
its members overseas.

The collection now comprises a wide assortment of

material documenting the topography, architecture, and
life of Britain’s colonial dependencies as well as a visual

record of specific historical events in the development of

British territories. It also reflects the work of those
engaged in more technical tasks, for example in the fields
of public works, medicine, surveying, and education.

In several cases this historical record extends up to very
recent times, with collections illustrating such themes as
trade, industry, and education; in the last of these catego-
ries, the collection of material from the Inter-University
Council- on the development of post-war university
education in the Commonwealth is noteworthy. For a
number of countries, such as Kenya and Malaysia, the col-
lection includes photographs of the independence cere-
monies marking the end of British authority.

Early documents on historical events

Some examples from the earlier parts of the collection
give an idea of its scope:

Early contacts and the opening up of territories to British
influence are seen in the photographs of the proclamation
of a British protectorate in S.E. New Guinea in 1884, and
william Ellerton Fry’s photographs of the march of the
Pioneer Column into Mashonaland in 1890 form a graphic
record of the founding of Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe).

Military campaigns to extend or bolster British control are
seen in the albums pertaining to the Zulu War of 1879,
the First Boer War of 1880-81, the bombardment of
Alexandria in 1882, and the 1885 and 1898 campaigns in
the Sudan.

The economic progress and growth of the colonies can be
followed in photographs of the expanding cities of Sydney
and Melbourne from the 1860s to the early 1900s, the
building of the Uganda Railway at the turn of the century,
and the detailed coverage of the tea and spice industries of
Ceylon by W.L H. Skeen & Co. in the 1880s.

Photographers

The photographers represented include a number of men
with an international reputation - such as Felix Beato,
Charles Robertson, Samuel Bourne (a particularly fine
collection), and John Thomson - but the collection as a
whole offers an important cross-section of those who
contributed to the growth of photography in particular
regions: in this latter category mention may be made of
G.R Lambert (Singapore), William Young (East Africa),
Duperley & Co. (Jamaica), and the Lisk-Carew Brothers
(Sierra Leone).

Special collections

Queen Mary Collection

Some 3,000 prints, documenting the royal tours of the
Indian sub-continent made in 1905-06 and 1911-12, in a
series of sumptuous albums.

A H. Fisher Collection

Some 4,000 prints, taken for the Colonial Office Visual
Instruction Committee between 1907 and 1911, illustrate
many aspects of life in the empire that are not easily
found in other sources.

R.C.I1. Portrait Collection

Some 3,500 members’ portraits taken between the 1880s
and the 1920s, constituting a valuable archive of photo-
graphs of colonial governors, civil servants, engineers,
soldiers, and others with imperial connections.

British Association of Malaysia Collection

Some 1,500 photographs of Singapore and Malaya taken
between the 1870s and the 1960s, covering almost the
entire period of British dominance in the area.
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Finding aids

Record cards (on microfiche)

Record cards reproduced at the beginning of each collec-
tion provide the basic information about the collection:
code, number of prints, photographer’s name (where
identified), and some guidance as to the type of material.

Guide (in printed form)

In this guide the 659 collections are arranged in geograph-
ical order and each item is accompanied by the principal
information as shown on the record cards and a reference
to the microfiche numbers.

Catalogue (on microfiche)

For the majority of the more important collections detailed
information is given about each photograph including its
size and condition as well as a description, identifications,
and historical background material. Some more recently
acquired material carries shorter descriptions. (KHI-3200 -
3211/1).

Indexes (on microfiche)

Portrait index (RCI members/General), which also supplies
basic biographical data where known. (KHIA-3200/1)

Photographer index, which also supplies histories of firms.
(KHIB-3200/1).




Index

General Collections IDC no. H-3200
(Catalogue: IDC no. HI-3200)

Commonwealth (General)

Fisher Collection

Royal Colonial Inst. Portraits
Queen Mary Collection

British Ass. of Malaysia Collection

Middle East IDC no. H-3201
(Catalogue: IDC no. HI-3201)

Gibraltar

Malta

Cyprus

Egypt and Palestine
Aden and S. Arabia
Including postcards

Asia i IDC no. H-3202

(Catalogue: IDC no. HI-3202) .

Asia (General)

South Asia IDC no. H-3203

(Catalogue: IDC no. HI-3203) ..

India

Pakistan

Sri Lanka (Ceylon)
Including postcards

South East Asia IDC no. H-3204
(Catalogue: IDC no. HI-3204)

Burma

Malaysia

Sabah (North Borneo)
Sarawak

Singapore

East Indies (General, including

Dutch East Indies)
East Asia IDC no. H-3205
(Catalogue: IDC no. HI-3205) . .
China ‘
Japan

Philippines

RCS Code fiche nos.
catalogue

Y3011
Fisher
RCI
QM
BAM

Y30214
Y3021

Y3022
Y30222
Y303

Y3035
Y30311

Y30333

Y30377
Y3039
Y30394

1-2
3-5

7-8

fiche nos.
collection

1-81
82-118
119-156
157-210
211 -236

1-3 +A3 A4
4-5 +A4
6-13 +Al,A2
14-19 +A2,A3
20-21

1-8 +BI,B2
86
87-97 +Bl

1-10
11
12
13-14
15-20

21




Australasia IDC no. H-3206

(Catalogue: IDCno. HI-3206) . . .................

Australia (General)

Western Australia
~South Australia

Northern Territory

Queensland

New South Wales

Victoria

Tasmania

New Zealand

Including postcards

Oceania IDC no. H-3207
(Catalogue: IDC no. HI-3207) ..

Pacific (General)

Fiji

-Papua (New Guinea)

Samoa

Africa IDC no. H-3208
(Catalogue: IDC no. HI-3208) . ..

Africa (General)

Egypt

Sudan

Nigeria

Sierra Leone

Gambia + Senegal (Fr.W. Africa)

Ghana (Gold Coast)

Uganda

Kenya

Central & East Africa (General)

Tanzania (German East Africa,
Tanganyika)

Zanzibar

Saint Helena

Mauritius

Seychelles

Malawi (Nyasaland)

Zimbabwe (Southern Rhodesia)

Zambia (Northern Rhodesia)

Former South African High Commission
Territories (Basutoland, Swaziland, -
Bechuanaland) )

Lesotho (Basutoland)

Botswana (Bechuanaland)

South Africa (General) -

Transvaal

Orange River State

Namibia (German South West Africa)

Natal ‘ '

Cape Province (Cape Colony)

Including postcards

RCS Code

1-4

Y308

Y3081
Y3082
Y3083
Y3085
Y3086
Y3087
Y3088
Y3089

Y309
Y3091
Y3084
Y309993

e . 1-10
Y304
Y3041
Y3042
Y3043
Y30446
Y30447
Y30448
Y3045
Y3046
Y30468

Y30469
Y3047
Y30482
Y30483
Y30484
Y3031
Y3052
Y30521

Y30546
Y30547
Y30549
Y305
Y3055
Y3056
Y3057
Y3058
Y3059

fiche nos.
catalogue

fiche nos.
collection

1-9 +CI1,C2

10-13
14-15
16

17 -27
28 - 64

65 -75

76 -94 +C3,C4

1-5
6-12

13-14

15-16

1-12
13-15
16 - 26
27 - 56

57-62 +DI1,D2
63 i D

64-65 +Dl

66-75 +D2,D3

76 -78 + Dl
79-112

113-126 +D2
127 -128 + D3
129

130-131 +D4
132-134+D4
135-136 + D1
137-145 +D3
146 - 148

149

150

151-152
153-176 + DS
177 - 179

180

181 -184
185-193




South America / Caribbean
IDC no. H-3209
(Catalogue: IDC no. HI-3209)

West Indies (General)
Bermuda

Bahamas

Barbados

Jamaica

Antigua

Saint Kitts

Dominica

Trinidad

Tobago

Grenada

Saint Vincent

Belize (British Honduras)
Guyana (British Guyana)
Falkland Islands
Including postcards

Canada

Canada (General)
Newfoundland
Quebec

Ontario
Manitoba
Alberta

British Columbia
Vancouver Island
Including postcards

Arctic

Arctic

IDC no. H-3210
(Catalogue: IDC no. HI-3210)

IDC no. H-3211
(Catalogue: IDC no. HI-3211)

Y307
Y3070
X3071
Y3072
Y3073
Y30741
Y30742
Y30745
Y3075
Y3076
Y30771
Y30773
Y3078
Y3079
Y30795

Y3066
Y3067 - Y306796
Y30681

Y30686

Y306861

Y3069

Y30695

Y301a8A

fiche nos.
catalogue

1-7

8-9
10-13
14
15-19
20-22
23
24

25

26
27
28-29
30-31
32

1-9
10-12

13

14-15
16-17
18
19

Portrait Index (Royal Colonial Inst. Members) ~ HIA-3200 mf. 1-3

Portrait Index (General)

Photographer Index  HIB-3200

HIA-3200 mf.4-6

mf.1-5

fiche nos.
collection

+El, E2

+F1
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