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Conrad Gessner (1516-1565) is nowadays mostly
remembered as being the “Father of bibliography”
and honoured as the author of the Bibliotheca
universalis. Yet this huge bibliography of scholarly
books in the three classical languages Greek, Latin
and Hebrew, the first of its kind, and indeed in a
sense the cornerstone for all subsequent
bibliographical work, was but one of the many
important contributions to the advancement of
knowledge which flowed from the pen of the Swiss
scholar and polymath, who was likened to Aristotle
and Pliny the Elder by his contemporaries and by
other authors for almost two centuries.

Gessner’s main interests were botany, zoology,
medicine, and pharmacology, and his pieces on these
subjects became standard works of reference
throughout Europe during the 16th and 17th century.
He also made important and lasting contributions to
classical philology, theology, and the study of modern
languages - to put it briefly he was a true
Renaissance man who sought to apply his inquisitive
and analytical mind to almost all fields of human
endeavour.

Gessner was trained as a physician and signed most
of his works “Conradus Gesnerus medicus Tigurinus”,
since he worked as town physician in his native town
Ziirich for most of his life. His main interest however
was botany: his earliest books were systematic lists of
plant names, and his last work (unfortunately
unfinished because of his untimely death) was to be
an encyclopedia of plants, arranged not alphabetically
by names of plants as was the custom in
contemporary herbals, but by morphological
characteristics, thus possibly anticipating the work of
Linnaeus by some two centuries. This was to be the
counterpart of his earlier encyclopedia of animals, the
“Historia animalium”, a monumental work that is still
the subject of research by zoologists. His works on
pharmacology (which became bestsellers in his own
lifetime) provide unique insights into the state of this
art during the early 16th century, and his editions of
Galen’s works, commentaries on other physicians’
treatises, as well as an anthology of surgical works
are invaluable for historians of medicine. These works
and his many letters to friends and colleagues
throughout Europe make it clear that Gessner held
quite advanced views on medical matters and
condemned many of his contemporaries’ superstitions.
In his commentaries on Aristotle he also dealt
extensively with psychology in a manner that went far
beyond classical Aristotelian views on the senses and
sense perception.

Gessner was also an accomplished linguist and
lexicographer. He has only recently been
acknowledged as one of the founders of comparative
philology, mainly due to his Mithridates, a study of the
world’s languages as they were known in his time. His
contributions as editor of classical texts, particularly
Marc Aurel’s Meditations in Greek, still constitute the
basis for modern editions. The same is true of some
of his editions of classical theological treatises, some

of which were subsequently incorporated in Migne’s
Patrologiae.

Gessner’s works are thus a rich but still insufficiently
explored source for scholars of the Renaissance,
historians of science (particularly in the fields of
medicine, botany and zoology), classical philologists
and linguists. Original copies of his works are,
however, dispersed among many libraries throughout
the world, and even in his native Switzerland there is
not one single library that holds copies of his
complete works. Only a few of Gessner’s works have
been reproduced in modern reprint editions, and even
these are now mostly out of print.

The IDC has therefore undertaken the present project
with a view to providing convenient access to the
principal works of Gessner in their first editions (or
subsequent ones published during his lifetime). This
will allow scholars to pursue their studies without the
need to visit many libraries on the European
continent, in England, and in the United States. It
will also make it possible for libraries to acquire all
or part of Gessner’s works, the originals of which are
now virtually unavailable on the open market or, if
offered, command very high prices.

Scope of the project

All first editions of Gessner’s works written or edited
by him, and some later editions published during his
own lifetime or posthumously from his notes;
Gessner’s contributions to other authors’ works:
prefaces, introductions, commentaries, bibliographies
and indexes, and his published letters.
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GESSNER, C. Bibliotheca universalis, ... Tiguri,
Apud Christophorum Froschoverum, 1545, 1548,
1549, 1555.

Wellisch A 16.1.a-d.

48 microfiche H-2544/1

GESSNER, C. Constantin, R. (Comp.). Nomen-
clator insignium scriptorum, ... Parisiis: Apud
A. Wechelum, 1555. 189, [3 ] pp.

Wellisch A 16.4 a-d.
2 microfiche H-2545/1

GESSNER, C. Epistola ad Guilielmum Turnerum.
Tiguri: Apud Christophorum Froschoverum, 1562.
(32 pp.

Wellisch A 56.1.

1 microfiche H-2555/1

GESSNER, C. Historia plantarum et vires ex
Dioscoride, Paulo Aegineta, Theophrasto, Plinio,
... Basileae, R. Wynter, 1541. [8], 281, 15 pp.
Wellisch A 3.1. G-M 1807.
4 microfiche 8342/1

GESSNER, C. Catalogus plantarum Latine, Graece,
Germanice & Gallice. Tiguri, C. Froschoverus, 1542.
(41, 162 leaves.

Wellisch, A 8.1.

4 microfiche 8343/1

GESSNER, C. Hieronymus Tragus. De stirpium ...
Argentorati: Excudebat Wendelinus Rihelius,
1552.

Available: Preface and list of botanical writers, p. [1-47].
Wellisch A 33.

1 microfiche 8344/1

GESSNER, K. Kyber, D. Lexicon rei herbariae tri-
linguae, .., Argentinae, V. Rihelius, 1553. [161],
550 pp.

Available: p. 467-548.

Wellisch A 35.

1 microfiche 8345/1

GESSNER, C. De raris et admirandis herbis, ...
Tiguri, A. Gesnerus & J. Gesnerus, 1555. [4],
87, (9] pp., ill.
Wellisch A 37, A 38.1.
2 microfiche 8346/1

GESSNER, C. De stirpium aliquot nominibus
vetustis ac novis: ... Basileae, Apud Episcopium
juniorem, 1557. 45, (3] pp., ill.

Wellisch A 45.1.
1 microfiche 8347/1

GESSNER, C. (Ed.) Valerius Cordus. Annotatio-
nes in Dioscorides ... Argentorati: Excudebat
Ioasias Rihelius, 1561. [87, 301 (i.e. 302),

[7] leaves, ill.

Wellisch A S1.1.

17 microfiche 7730/2

GESSNER, C. De tulipa Turcarum. - De hortis
Germaniae. (In: Valerius Cordus. Annotationes in
Dioscorides ... p. 213-216; 236-301).

3 microfiche 8348/1

GESSNER, C. (Ed.). Valerius Cordus. Stirpium
descriptionis liber V. Argentorati: Excudebat
Josias Rihelius, 1563. 13 leaves.

Wellisch A 59.

1 microfiche 8349/1

GESSNER, C. De stirpium collectione tabulae

tum generales, ... Tiguri, in officina Froscho, 1587.
[81, 146 leaves.

Wellisch, B 8.

4 microfiche 8350/1

BAUHIN, J. De plantis a divis sanctis’ ve nomen
habentibus ... Basileae, C. Waldkirch, 1591. 163 pp.
Available: Conradi Gesneri ... epistolae ... p. 91-163.
Wellisch B 9.1.

1 microfiche 8351/1

GESSNER, C. Opera botanica. Norimbergae:
Impensis I.M. Seligmanni, typis I.I. Fleischmanni,
1751-1771. 2 vols., ill.

Wellisch B 11.

15 microfiche 7927/1




TREVIRANUS, L.Ch. Caroli Clusii Atrebatis,
et Conradi Gesneri Tigurini epistolae ineditae.

Lipsiae, sumptibus L. Vossii, 1830, I-VI, 1-62 pp.

Wellisch C 6.

1 microfiche 8354/1

FISCHER, H. Ein unverdffentlichten Brief Conrad

Gessners an Johann Fabricius Montanus (1527-
1566) in Chur. Gesnerus 3, 1946, p. 125-130.
Wellisch C 21.

1 microfiche 8355/1

RATH, G. Die Briefe Konrad Gessners aus der
Trewschen Sammlung. Gesnerus 7, 1950: p. 140-
170; 8, 1951: p. 195-215.

Wellisch C 28.

1 microfiche H-2563/1

Humanities

GESSNER, C. Lexicon Graecolatinum. Basileae:
In officina loan. Walderi, 1537.1910 double
columns, [116] pp.

Wellisch A 1.1.

10 microfiche H-2532/1

GESSNER, C. Lexicon Graecolatinum ... Basileae:

Per Hieronymum Curionem, 1543.

Available: Preface: “De utilitate ac praestantia Graecae
linguae in omni genere studiorum”, [1-6] leaves.
Wellisch A 1.3.

1 microfiche H-2533/1

GESSNER, C. Lexicon Graecolatinum ... Basileae:

Ex officina Hieronymi Curionis, 1545.
Available: Dedicaction p. [1-4].

Wellisch A 1 4. '
1 microfiche H-2534/1

GESSNER, C. (Transl.). Michaelis Ephesii scholia
in Aristotelis libros aliquot: ... Basileae, apud
Bartholomeum Westhemerum, 1541. 268 pp.
Wellisch A 5.1.

3 microfiche H-2535/1

GESSNER, C. (Transl.). Porphyrii institutiones ...

Basileae: In officina R. Winter, 1542. 369 pp.
Wellisch A 9.

5 microfiche H-2537/1

GESSNER, C. Moralis interpretatio errorum
Ulyssis Homerici. Tiguri: Apud Froschoverum,
1542. 96 leaves.

Wellisch A 10.

3 microfiche H-2538/1

AN B as1LEaBinofficinaJoan. Vaaldar, _
y  Menfe Sepremb. M. p. xxxVI1IL

GESSNER, C. (Transl., Ed.) Ioannes Stobaeus.
Sententiae ex Thesaurus Graecorum. Tiguri:
Excudebat Froschoverus, 1543. [127], 536, [21]
leaves.

In Greek and Latin.
Wellisch A 11.1.

15 microfiche H-2539/1

GESSNER, C. (Transl.). Heraclides Ponticus.
Allegoriae in Homeri fabulas. Basileae: Ex officina
I. Oporini, 1544. [161]; 368(168); [27] pp.
Wellisch A 12.1,

3 microfiche H-2540/1

GESSNER, C. (Ed.) M.V. Martialis Epigrammata.
Tiguri: Excudebat Froschoverus, 1544. [161], 426,
[31pp.

Wellisch A 13.

5 microfiche H-2541/1

GESSNER, C. Liber amicorum. 109 leaves.
Wellisch B 13.

9 microfiche H-2559/1




GESSNER, C. (Ed.) Claudius Aelianus. Opera.
Tiguri: Per Gesneros fratres, 1556.[ 417, 655,
[541, pp.

Wellisch A 42.1.

13 microfiche 7-2268/1

GESSNER, C. (Ed.). Marcus Aurelius Antoninus.
De vita sua. Tiguri: Apud Andream Gesnerum F.,
1559. [101], 200, [26], 13, 181, 36 pp.

Wellisch A 46.
Available: Preface [10] pp., and Greek text.

3 microfiche H-2550/1

GESSNER, C. (Transl.) Hannonis Carthaginen-
sium ducis navigatio, ... Tiguri, Excudebat Andreas
Gesnerus F., 1559. 217, 21 pp.

Wellisch A 47.1.

2 microfiche H-2551/1

DURLING, R.J. Conrad Gesner’s Liber Amicorum,
1555-1565. Gesnerus, 22, 1965: p. 134-159.

Wellisch C 32.

1 microfiche H-2564/1

ORELLIL, J.C. von. Der Briefwechsel zwischen
Conrad Gessner und Henricus Stephanus. 1837.

35 pp.
Wellisch C 7.

1 microfiche H-2562/1

GESSNER, C. Succiduprum medicaminum tabula.
(In: Joannes Actuarius. De medicamentorum com-
positione. Basileae: Per Robertum Winter, 1540.
p. 1-89, [1-71]).

Wellisch A 2.

1 microfiche M-444/1

GESSNER, C Historia plantarum ...
Wellisch A 3.1.
See: Botany.

GESSNER, C. Apparatus et delectus simplicium
medicamentorum. Lugduni, apud loannum &
Franciscum Frellonios ... 1542. [207], 275 pp.

Wellisch A 7.1.
4 microfiche M-446/1

GESSNER, C. Catalogus plantarum Latine, ...
Wellisch A 8.1.

See: Botany.

GESSNER, C. Enumeratio medicamentorum pur-
gantium, vomitoriorum ... Basileae: Ex officina
Frobeniana, 1543. (In: Antonii Musae Brasavoli ...
Examen omnium ... p. 143-166).

Wellisch A 15.1.
1 microfiche M-447/1

GESSNER, C. Brevis denotatio dogmatum Hippo-
cratis quam loannes Stobaeus sermone nonagesi-
mo nono Galeno ascripsit, ... (In: Claudii Galeni
aliquot opuscula ...). Lugduni, Apud Gulielmum
Rovillium, 1550. p. 103-106.

Wellisch A 22.

1 microfiche M-448/1

GESSNER, C. Thesaurus Euonymi Philiatri de
remediis secretis, liber physicus, medicus, ...
Tiguri: Per Andream Gessner, f., ... 1552. 580
(576), (487 pp., ill.

Wellisch A 32.1.

7 microfiche M-449/1

THESAVRYVS

EVONYMI

PHILIATRI, DE RE.

MEDIIS SECRETIS, LIBER
PHYSICVS, MEDICVS, ET
partim etiam Chymicus, & cecono-
micus in uinorum dierfi faporis ap-
paratu,medicis & pharmacopo-
Iis omnibus preciput ne-
ceflarius,nunc primi
inlucé editus.

Argumentum copiofius fequens
pagcﬂa cotinet.

TIGVRI PER ANDREAM
GefSner.F. ¢ Rodolphum Vuy/-
Jenbachwum. Anno Do
mmmi,M. D, LII

PRICES IN DUTCH GUILDERS (Dff)



GESSNER, C. Euonymus. Conradi Gesneri medici
et philosophi Tigurini de remediis secretis liber
physicus, ... [s.l.: s.n., 1569]. 202, [17] pp.
Liber secundus: [7],237,[11] pp.

Wellisch A 32.8, B 2.1.

11 microfiche M-450/1

GESSNER, c. Hieronymus Tragus. De stirpium ...
Wellisch A 33.

See. Botany

GESSNER, C. Conradi Gesneri exerptorum et ob-
servationum de Thermis ... (In: De balneis omnia
quae extant apud Graecos, Latinos et Arabes ...
p. 289-299, ill.). Venetiis, Apud Juntas, 1553.

Wellisch A 34.

I microfiche M-451/1

GESSNER, C. Kyber, D. Lexicon rei herbariae
trilingue, ...
Wellisch A. 35.

See: Botany.

GESSNER, C. De medicinae chirurgicae praestan-
tia et antiquitate ... observationes. (In: Chirurgia.
Tiguri: Per Andream Gessnerum F. et lJacobum
Gessnerum Fratres, 1555, p. 393-408).

Wellisch A 36.1.

2 microfiche M-452/1

GESSNER, C. De raris et admirandis herbis.
Wellisch A 37, A 38.1.
See: Botany.

GESSNER, C. Enchiridion rei medicae triplicis.
Tiguri: Per Andream Gessnerum f. & Tacobum
Gessnerum fratres, 1555. [15], 920, [16] pp.
Available: Preface, p. [1-15].

Wellisch A 40.1.

1 microfiche M-453/1

GESSNER, C. Sanitatis tuendae praecepta cum
alliis, tum literarum studiosis hominibus, ... Ti-
guri: Per Andream Gesnerum F. & lacobum Ges-
nerum, fratres. 1556. 23 pp.

Wellisch A 41.1.
1 microfiche M-454/1

GESSNER, C De stirpium nominibus vetustis ac
novis: ...

Wellisch A.45.1.

See: Botany.

GESSNER, C. Valerius Cordus Annotationes
in Dioscorides. ..

Wellisch A 51.1.
See: Botany.

GESSNER, C. (Ed.) Claudius Galenus. Opera Omnia.
Clarissimi medici et philosophi eximii Con. Ges-
neri prolegomena in Galenum, ... Basileae: Ex
officin. Frobenianae editione, 1562. 73 pp.,
sig.at4r - C+4r of Vol. 1.

Wellisch A 53.

2 microfiche M-455/1

GESSNER, C. (Transl.). Cassius Iatrosophista.
Naturales et Medicinales quaestiones ... Tiguri:
Excudebat lac. Gesnerus, 1562. [3], 72(73);[% ],
58 pp.

Wellisch A 54.

4 microfiche M-456/1

GESSNER, C (Ed.). Valerius Cordus.
Wellisch A 59.
See: Botany.

GESSNER, C. (Ed., transl.) Dioscorides. De
curationibus morborum. Argentorati: Excudebat
Josias Rihelius, 1562.

Available: Dedication and prefaces; translation of
“Oxymelitus elleboratus”, p. [1-50 ], 886-903.

Wellisch A 61.1.

1 microfiche M-457/1

GESSNER, C. Conradi Gesneri de anima liber, ...
Tiguri: Apud Iacobum Gesnerum, 1563.

In: loannis Lodovici Vivis Valentini de anima &
vita ... p. 719-951.

Wellisch A 57.1.

4 microfiche H-2556/1

GESSNER, C. Jacques Houllier. Viaticum novum.
Tiguri: Apud Christophorum Frosch[overum ],
1565. 8], 142, [ 1] leaves.

Available: Introduction (leaf 6).
Wellisch A 62.1.

1 microfiche M-458/1

GESSNER, C. (Ed.) Mustio. De morbis muliebribus...
Basileae, Per Thomam Guarinum, 1566. [7 ],
63 pp.

Wellisch B 1.1.

1 microfiche M-459/1

GESSNER, C. Epistolarum medicinalium Conradi
Gesneri ... libri I1I. Tiguri: Excudebat Christoph.
Frosch., 1577.[ 81, 140, [28] leaves.

Wellisch B 3.1.

5 microfiche M-460/1

GESSNER, C. Epistolarum medicinalium ...

liber quartus. Vitebergae: Ex officina typographica
Simonis Gronenbergii, 1584. [50] pp.

Wellisch B 4.

1 microfiche M-461/1




GESSNER, C. (Ed.) Domenico Massaria. De
ponderibus et mensuris medicinalibus libri tres.
Tiguri, apud Froschoverum, 1584. [8],

107 leaves.

Wellisch B 6.

Available: Gessner’s commentary, p. [1-8 ].

1 microfiche M-462/1

GESSNER, C. Conradi Gesneri ... Physicarum
meditationum, annotationum et scholiorum lib. V.
Nunc recens ex variis Gesnerianae ... relictis schedis
et libris ... conscripti per Casparum Wolphium ...
Tiguri: in officina Froschoviana, 1586. [xviii],
289, 250 pp.

Wellisch B 7.
Contains Gessner’s treatise on psychology, “De anima”
(see Wellisch A 57.2).

7 microfiche H-2557/1

GESSNER, C. De stirpium collectione tabulae ...
Wellisch B 8.
See: Botany.

GESSNER, C. Jean Bauhin. De plantis ...
Wellisch B 9.1.
See: Botany.

GESSNER, C. Opera botanica.
Wellisch B 11.
See: Botany.

GESSNER, C. Libellus de lacte, et operibus lacta-
riis, philologus pariter ac medicus. Cum epistolo
ad Jacobum Avienum ... Tiguri: Apud Christo-
phorum Froschoverum. [15417]. 51 leaves.
Wellisch A 6.1.

2 microfiche H-2536/1

GESSNER, C. Historia et interpretatio prodigii...
[s.l.,s.n.], [1561]. 24 leaves.
Wellisch A 52.

1 microfiche H-2554/1

GESSNER, C. Onomasticon propriorum nomi-
num, ... Basileae: Per Hieronymum Curionem,
1544. [176] leaves.

Wellisch A 14.1.

7 microfiche H-2542/1

GESSNER, C. Onomasticon propriorum nomi-
num ... Ed. 2. Basileae: Ex officina Hieronymi
Curionis, impensis Henrichi Petri, 1549. [206 ]
leaves.

Wellisch A 14.3.

8 microfiche H-2543/1
GESSNER, C. Mithridates. De differentiis linguarum
... Tiguri: Excudebat Froschoverus, 1555.[ 2],
78 leaves, |1 table.

Wellisch A 39.1.

3 microfiche H-2548/1

GESSNER, C. Josua Maler. Dictionarum germanico
latinum ... Tiguri: Excudebat Christophorus
Froschoverus, 1561.

Wellisch A 50.
Available: “Conradi Gesneri ad lectorem praefatio ...”
(leaves 3-7).

1 microfiche H-2553/1

GESSNER, C. (Ed., transl.) Sententiarum sive
capitum theologicorum ... Tiguri: C. Froschoverus,
1546.

Translations of Antonius of Melissa (p. 84-178) and
Tatianus (p. 347-385).

Wellisch A 18.2.

3 microfiche H-2547/1

GESSNER, C. (Transl.). Athenagoras. Apologia ...
Genevae: Ex officina Henrici Stephani, 1557.
208 pp.

Wellisch A 44.1.

3 microfiche H-2549/1

GESSNER, C. (Ed., transl.) Theologorum Grae-

corum libri. Tiguri: Per Andream Gesnerum,
1559-1560.

Wellisch A 49.
Available: Aeneas of Gaza; p. 1-49.

1 microfiche H-2552/1



GESSNER, C. V.Cl. Conradi Gessneri epistola
De constantia in fide, ...

In: Museum Helveticum, 1746, V.1 (p.133-150).
Wellisch B 10.

1 microfiche H-2558/1

OMONT, H. Une lettre de Conrad Gessner a
David Chytraeus. (1543). (Centralblatt fiir
Bibliothekwesen 8, p. 122-123). Leipzig, 1891.
Wellisch C 13.

1 microfiche 7-2272/1

GESSNER, C. Historia animalium ... Tiguri:
C. Froschover, 1551-1587. 5 vols. in 4. Ed. 1.
I11.

Wellisch A 23.1 - A 27.1.

65 microfiche 7-2262/1

GESSNER, C. Icones animalium quadrupedum
viviparorum et oviparorum, quae in Historia ani-
malium C. Gesneri describuntur, ... Tiguri,

C. Froschoverus, 1553. 64, [3] pp., il

Wellisch A 29.1.
2 microfiche 7-2263/1

GESSNER, C. Icones animalium quadrupedum
vivparorum et oviparorum, quae in Historia
animalium C. Gesneri describuntur, ... Tiguri,
C. Froschoverus, 1560. Ed. 2. 127, [7] pp., ill.
Wellisch A 29.2.

3 microfiche Z7-2264/1

GESSNER, C. Icones avium omnium, quae in
Historia avium C. Gesneri describuntur, ... Tiguri,
C. Froschoverus, 1555. 127, [8] pp., ill.

Wellisch A 30.1.
3 microfiche 7-2265/1

GESSNER, C. Icones avium omnium, quae in
Historia avium C. Gesneri describuntur, ... Tiguri,
C. Froschoverus, 1560. Ed. 2. 137, [9] pp., 1ll.
Wellisch A 30.2.

3 microfiche 7-2266/1

GESSNER, C. Nomenclator aquatilium animan-
tium. Icones animalium aquatilium in mari ...

Tiguri, C. Froschoverus, 1560. [287, 374, [1]1pp.,

ill.
Wellisch A 31.1.

7 microfiche Z7-2267/1

GESSNER, C. (Ed.). Claudius Aelianus. Opera.
Wellisch A 42.1.
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