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Seldom has a book belonging to the
literature of Western Europe been as
popular as Narrenschiff by Sebastian
Brant. The numerous printings, new
editions, and translations of this co-
piously illustrated book which ap-
peared within the space of a few
years unquestionably make this work a
bestseller of the late Middle Ages.

According to Sebastian Brant, the end
of the fifteenth century in the German

Empire was characterized by a high
degree of moral decadence and social
insecurity. The decline of the aristoc-
racy and the steadily increasing impor-
tance of the cities led, in his opinion,
to a radical change in the established
order. Traditionalistic views about
religious, political, and social matters
gave way to far-reaching new ideas.
It was the often extreme reactions in
the areas of religion and morality as
well as the increasing disintegration of

the already weak and crumbling empire
that induced the conservative and loyal
Sebastian Brant to write his Narren-
schiff.

The Narrenschiff is a moralistic and
satirical description of fools and
simpletons allegorically representing
the absurdity, weakness, and slanderous
habits of late-medieval men and
women.

Illustration from:
BRANT, S. Doctor Brants Narrenschiff.
1506. Nut on ursach. [Basel, Bergmann van
o1pc, 1506].
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Seldom has a book belonging to the 
literature of Western Europe been as 
popular as Narrenschiff by Sebastian 
Brant. The numerous printings, new 
editions, and translations of this co¬ 
piously illustrated book which ap¬ 
peared within the space of a few 
years unquestionably make this work a 
bestseller of the late Middle Ages. 

According to Sebastian Brant, the end 
of the fifteenth century in the German 

Empire was characterized by a high 
degree of moral decadence and social 
insecurity. The decline of the aristoc¬ 
racy and the steadily increasing impor¬ 
tance of the cities led, in his opinion, 
to a radical change in the established 
order. Traditionalistic views about 
religious, political, and social matters 
gave way to far-reaching new ideas. 
It was the often extreme reactions in 
the areas of religion and morality as 
well as the increasing disintegration of 

the already weak and crumbling empire 
that induced the conservative and loyal 
Sebastian Brant to write his Narren¬ 
schiff. 

The Narrenschiff is a moralistic and 
satirical description of fools and 
simpletons allegorically representing 
the absurdity, weakness,and slanderous 
habits of late-medieval men and 
women. 

Illustration from: 
BRANT, S. Doctor Brants Narrenschiff. 
1506. Nut on ursach. [Basel, Bergmann van 
Olpe, 1506]. 
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Brant primum edificata ... deinde ab Jacobo
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GEILER von KAISERSBERG, J. Des hochwirdigen
doctor Keiserspergs narrenschiff so er gepraedigt
hat zii strassburg ... 1498. Strasbourg, Gruninger,

BRANT, S. Der Narren Spiegel. Das gros
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exempeln, unnd zugesetzten historien ergantzet.
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gerichtet. Basel, Petri, [1574].
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stultorum in quarto. Oder hundert aussbUndige 
Narren in folio. (Mala Gallina, malum ovum. Dass 
ist: ... Im zweyten centi-folio ... hundert auss¬ 
bündigen Närrinnen ...). Vienna, Lercher, 
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l mf KO-1507/1 

ABRAHAM à SANCTA CLARA. Hundert weniger 
eine Thorheit in eben so vielen Kupfern 
vorgestellt,... (Centifolium Stultorum oder 
Hundert ausbündige Narren ...) (Mala Gallina, 
malum ovum). Vienna, 1782. 
7mf KO-1508/1 

BRANT, S. Navis stultifera a domino Sebastiane 
Brant primum edificata ... deinde ab Jacobo 
Lochero philomuso latinitate donata ... deniu ab 
Jodoco Badio Ascensio vario carminum genere non 
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