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Samizdat: Primary source material for the study of current

Soviet affairs

Although the word samizdat (from sam - izdat =
self-publishing) first appeared in written material
from the USSR early in 1966, the phenomenon
to which it refers has a very long history. In its
broadest sense, as written material circulated in
circumvention of the censorship system, samizdat
is a tradition dating back to the eighteenth century.
Since the early 1960s the proliferation of material
and the development of new methods for over-
coming official censorship indicate that samizdat
has become a medium of communication of in-
creasing and undeniable importance, not only
to observers and scholars outside the USSR, but
more especially to the tens of thousands of people
inside the Soviet Union who write, type, distribute,
and read this unpublished written material. The
material which filters out of the USSR represents
only a small part of the total circulating inside the
country.

The definition of the word samizdat and the de-
scription of the phenomenon vary with the point
of view of the observer. Inside the USSR the
element of circulation seems to be crucial, that is,
the process of reproduction and distribution
via an underground network. Western observers
would see the technical process as less important
than the fact of actual publication, whether in the
USSR or abroad. Again, inside the USSR samizdat
may include translations into Russian of kinds of
texts written and published abroad as well as
translations of radio programs and newspaper and
magazine articles from Western newspapers and
international journals. A distinction is frequently
made between literary works not yet published
and unlikely to be published and non-literary
materials (newsletters, petitions, essays, articles,
trial manuscripts, manifestos, etc.). But to Western
observers, samizdat has generally come to mean
any writing from inside the Soviet Union which
has not been or could not be published there.
Observers know more about dissenting opinion in
the USSR than was known a decade ago, but sam-
izdat is only one indication of the social, political,
and intellectual ferment which has developed in
the USSR ; it is not a synonym for political dissent,
which is much broader and more complex.

Samizdat touches upon many themes and subjects
including politics, economics, science, religion,
cultural life, and human rights. Religious samizdat,
for example, comes from virtually all churches,
denominations, and sects active in the USSR today.
Religious samizdat is not devotional or theological
but deals primarily with church-state relations
and derives from the common experience of
religious groups in the face of official hostility
and outright persecution. The official Soviet

posture that full religious freedom exists is belied
by the hundreds of pages of samizdat picturing
the anguish of parents whose children have been
taken away and confined in state orphanages, of
families of believers whose husbands and fathers
have been sentenced to prison, of congregations
whose priests have been exiled. Religious samizdat
presents a degree of persecution almost ufipre-
cedented in its ferocity and scope.

It is estimated that more than 40,000 manuscript
pages of samizdat have been received in the West
in the last decade. Most of these have been col-
lected by the Arkhiv Samizdata, a research archive
created in 1968 by the Research Department of
Radio Liberty in Munich. Many samizdat texts
have been published in book form, especially
major literary works, autobiographies, documenta-
ry collections, and essays. But almost half of the
samizdat found in the West has not been published
or, in some cases, only printed once in a Russian-
language newspaper or journal not normally sub-
scribed to by most libraries. In 1971, the Arkhiv
Samizdata began to reproduce all of the samizdat
material registered in its files (with the exception
of works already available in book form) in mim-
eographed volumes for distribution to the Western
academic community via eight well-known reposi-
tory libraries in Europe and the United States.
These volumes are issued under the title Sobranie
Dokumentov Samizdata (Collected Samizdat
Documents).

Materialy Samizdata

This weekly mimeographed bulletin publishes
the text of new samizdat material as soon as pos-
sible after it is received abroad.

Materialy Samizdata is made available by the
Arkhiv Samizdata to interested persons for a
subscription fee of DM 150 per annum to cover
the costs of reproduction and postage.

Materialy Samizdata appeared in 50 separate issues
in both 1972 and 1973, with a total of 1,700
manuscript pages in each of those years. The flow
of new samizdat in 1974 continues at a comparable
rate.

Subscription requests should be adressed to;
Arkhiv Samizdata

c/o Radio Liberty

Oettingerstrasse 67

Am Englischen Garten

8000 MUNCHEN 22

Bundesrepublik Deutschland



The collection

Vol. ‘As’ numbers Fiche numbers
Register of Documents (English version) 1-1478 Al -A2
Register of Documents (Russian version) 1 - 3000 A3 -A7
Correlation table A7-A8
Topical Categories of Documents
1. - various - 1-106 1-10
2 - various - 107 - 154 11-19
3. - various - 155-218 20 -29(2-2)
4, - various - 219 - 301 30-39
5. - various - 302 -382 40 - 50
6. - various - 383-470 51-61
fl. - various - 471 -543 62-72
8. - various - 544 - 622 73 - 83
9. - various - 623 -699 84 - 94
10.A. ‘Chronicle of Current Events’
- Nos. 1-17 with Name Indices to nos. 1-27 in English - various - 95-106
10.B.  ‘Chronicle of Current Events’
- Nos. 17-27 with Name index to nos. 1-27 in Russian - various - 107 - 117
11. Part 1; Russian Orthodox Samizdat 700 - 769 118-129
12. Crimean Tatar Samizdat - various - 130-142
13. Jewish Samizdat: the ‘ISKHOD’ sborniki - various - 143 - 158
14. Part 1; Baptist (ECB) Church Samizdat 770 - 7992 159-171
15. Part 2, Baptist (ECB) Church Samizdat 800 - 8832 172 - 185(1-15)
16. Soviet Law and Justice, essays - various - 185(2-15)-186(1-2)
17. Lithuanian and Catholic Samizdat - various - 186(2-2)-199
18. Ukrainian Samizdat 900 - 999 200 - 211
19. Ukrainian Samizdat 951 - 10002 212-227
20. ‘Politicheskii Dnevnik’, (12 issues) 1001 - 1012 228 -242
21. ‘Veche’, (6 issues) - various - 243 -269
22. - various - 1014 -1135 270 - 280
23. - various - 1136 -1180 281 -295
24. - various - 1181-1290 296 -311
25. - various - 1291 -1500 312-325
26. Part 2; Russian Orthodox Samizdat - various - 326 -338
217. Part 3; Russian Orthodox Samizdat - various - 339-350
28. Part 3; Baptist (ECB) Church Samizdat 1501 -1599 351-362
29. Miscellaneous Essays on Various Topics 1600 - 1699 363 -376
30. Part 1; Human rights organization in the USSR 377 - 381
Part 2; Human rights problems in the USSR 381-386
Part 3; Religious freedom in the USSR 386 - 387
Part 4; The rights of the ethnic minorities in the USSR 387-389
Part 5; Soviet-American relations and human rights (part 5) 389-390



Scope Approximately 20,000 pages
of documents in 30 volumes

Number of fiches 415 (407 concerning docu-
ments and 8 bearing indexes)

Size of fiches 105 x 148 mm

Film type Positive silver halide

Internal Eye-legible headers with vol-

finding aids ume numbers and document
numbers

External A register of documents on

finding aids microfiche (English and Rus-

sian version)
Order number KR-10,516/1

Related IDC pl‘OjeCt free catalogue available

RUSSIAN EMIGRE JOURNALS 1855-1917

The Russian emigrants’ publications from the period
before 1917 opposed czarism, and it was their spade-
work which prepared the way for the February and
October revolutions of 1917.

IDC has made available on microfiche a collection of
139 Russian Emigré Journals based on the biblio-
graphy by Tatiana Ossorguine-Bakounine, entitled
L ’Emigration Russe en Europe. Catalogue collectif
des périodiques russes 1855-1940, and on the excel-
lent collection of the International Institute of Social
History in Amsterdam.

Social History source collections

From the htematonal Insntse of Sooiad History.
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