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A comprehensive collection of all tractates of the four editions
by Bomberg, Venice 1520-1549

The Talmud is one of the two most
important sources of Jewish heritage
and culture, a vast volume of
information on all aspects of Jewish
thought and life.

Unlike the Bible, only one complete
manuscript of the Talmud remains in
existence and a few partial manuscripts
survived repeated persecutions. The
early printed editions of the Talmud are
therefore of great importance. Those
printed by Daniel Bomberg are of
special significance.

Bomberg’s printing-shop (Venice
1516-1549) was the largest and most
productive of the early Hebrew book
printers and the only one mentioned in
the chronicles of his contemporaries.
Several monographs were devoted to
describing his work, yet much is still
unknown or unclear.

Between 1520-1523 the Bomberg house
issued the first complete edition of the
Talmud. For the convenience of printers.
and scholars, the make-up (i.e. page
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Title- and first page of the original first edition of
tractate Shekalim.
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division) of Bomberg’s edition has been
retained, with minor variations, unti] the
present day. As a standard edition for
reference and quotation and a model for
printers’ imitation, the Bomberg edition
became the textus receptus, a common
basis for all subsequent editions of the,
Talmud, vital for its critical edition.

The appearance of a textus receptus
marked a turning point in the history of
Talmudic text. Until then, every new
copy, whether printed or handwritten,
had its own source or copytext. As
usually happens with a textus receptus,
the text of Bomberg’s edition has been
subjected to extensive amendations
through the years, intended to make the
standard version, also the most
authoritative one. These amendations
shaped the text of the Talmud as it is in
use today. The details of this process
and the relation of the first Bomberg
edition to earlier editions and
manuscripts are of considerable
academic and practical interest. Their
study will now be made easier and more
accurate.
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The same from the last edition of tractate
Shekalim with a forged t.p. of the first edition.

Because the Bomberg edition has been
imitated by successive generations of
printers, the various editions of the
Talmud are superficially very similar.
Only an experienced bibliographer,
versed in the differences between the
fonts used by different printers, could
ascertain to which edition a titleless
tractate belongs. Distinguishing between
the four editions printed at Bomberg’s
own printing shop is even more
difficult. Yet, only when it was
discovered that many tractates of
Bomberg’s last edition had the date of
an earlier edition on the title page did it
become clear why even the best
bibliographers and talmudic philologists
had been baffled by the maze of the
Bomberg tractates.

In recent years, identification criteria
have been put forward to help
distinguish between the different
Bomberg editions, revealing many
unknown tractates. However, in some
cases those criteria do not apply or have
proved difficult to apply. A practical
solution was called for.

The present microfiche edition includes.
all Bomberg tractates, their different
editions critically and properly
identified. It presents Talmudic scholars
and bibliographers with easy and safe
access to those rare tractates, of which
only a single copy has survived in some
cases. The microfiche collection is
accompanied by a guide, a list of the
tractates printed in each edition and
means of identification, enabling those
interested in a tractate to find the edition
they need and to confirm its identity to
their own satisfaction.

Cover illustration from:

The first version of the first book printed for
D. Bomberg. Psalms, translated into Latin by
F. Pratensis. [Venice, 1515].

From a (unique?) copy, courtesy of the
Valmadona Library, London.



The division of the four editions Printed guide

The four editions of the Bomberg tractates are divided as follows:

Edition Status No. of tractates

A printed guide for the complete
collection will be compiled by

Mr. A. Rosenthal. The guide provides
full bibliographical details such as title

Years of publication

First Complete 44 1520-1523

Second Incomplete 33 1526-1531 description, date, number of pages,
Third Partial 8 1538-1539 fiche number and notes. The tractates in
Fourth Tncomplete 40 1543-1549 this guide will appear according to their
order of publication. As soon as this
guide is available we will inform you.
3+ by pesipra DEPER

L e e Lk o [
pero b [opaieTe phumiadl prapr b ;
rbp epeng Frp Aiyingene waiin e 1
e (vt akapn ssopap P olspeT oBE TS o P
rbapt poas fure bk £3A 503
g vy rapkapr AT
iop salch il ons
edagrapm e prooh e
ombonon (rrhh pideads
#moes panablo prp oh e
Forprhoa s pharfngeis
wh soppy Shremnn g Y
o bpacmamposa s

s poaps 08 rRIDRFERI T
st Spt e £y YorTo ARG 3

P
gy op o 20

4 o e i
:;'-:Ta: ;-; et ks oo R whporps Hhup
BT e chen e oo
fd e e erss
fpr v’ PR

InpgnhpoaRIp e o] bm
0 020 Soprb b o el
Yap Puboigs rsa f.:’::‘s-B:mS
wreo ted Yo sajsebonD
P e B
Wesk a3z o ko

435508 RN o e
5 ape prracnkRRO AR
epihirpEae M0 23T AIED
§ by o OV DT LITOTEED
Cpwpn prrughupbep oy

¢
S b g oy m s S0 dhIVoRp

w33 I WP WSLEP I
feeco s rha T TURED
o fore sahs juan Sy 1
vhaoap epr oz eno o
Sprberma phiocaitwrced
T <573 B0 B FORIEID
yra-brd s g e 33 WA
£150 L3 PIr YD (1D
oo erot Ssh g plr e
shpi epdumrcoriesa
P ot hpaprdar metop
spbibapbotern bpienpa
e e Bigm ;‘wf‘,‘.;pm

a3 oo B e YT jRnTE TP
=113 7 B IOYS DX ot Iy
wor pmrranTh pIm eI Lne
173 P s Pimpni injenve.
s pye e 9 Rymakthy
v agwah e I e ps
P ahame KT Py eenaY
PRYNETINRAE R ol
rrome 3 Bnah S pyw e sbe s
1 s hap e mp mieh v
PACTRIRSIMONE Bl I
JUNTSTORD KURS I [T
K5O TR TG0 TONIRON T
IR LRI 0 O N R
abop I Fam e s

¥ poerhworeaprdpn
o pazn s b aentpn i
e proluscenn e
o gnfparry |;r:5 o tum
wrben parspon Lo hzbo vfm
wipreped priimprd ympprifa i
sordrmm b o A o o s
i e paamin
Sess sttt apnpin
Fhamdphresa ik prr ansd s
fpeen agfany ot b oult
oo odepm bastnzt ouha o0h
eaploogh 1 olepsa anhs w1
pren am M AP )Y
phpnphroiafon emshov
BY s priaoe v phrosoes.
Yamb 3 Cichpwpo o
eomprhon b’ fribhbisarty |

B

-

3af p on phopsembsrrn v 4

itrpd bprs Shgr s phpoeper 2 7
o copenbirs ey 020
o untlrobormp sham 9757
gk oo nh g phs b 0 507
170 0u-p Al gporps onbado ‘:’: S
o o8 oopd Arwindakir
33 grovep eiptoppmenmeba
smmopp

Flyrp nsaaoh L ovon v
fon [ fesphd wnanpreden
2o dasurpinels
fenw b5 o FNI'IS T 3
R oS I R Doy
. b b s (oo brrpen
7 47 3% gousah o Sap 1 0902 orvp mSapeas sweeo s e o oo wresparsrR
oy vy 573 ‘g0 s paoddaonn ably Sops eravilpdoprp o paas aps lara nior b £
Begrrpns £3h 2113 VM3 bpesappoonhrp ik e ol rhrps g S afhizpe
| o o :jbp Pasmholyrfobsapns oaoes preren bonomaz sz o wrradiapon e oo tra pon abbs vep
v Haghonpe :‘i"‘«lt‘ res:0Csh ~popzo S35 b posp soneobapt e prodapmndde s aep e fops ool sesh Ry
fppzhienlt avarrrrguihafeon Sopratep foredphiabin st onnensrier s 6y ic ).:0 femn
ot previoabur ks pp TRPEee PTm PRSI TOD P ise o5 s win Fibien B bz ss el [N
ir v & BE A YRS 3 P30 ke o oord papen olsyd pari #4663 rbpESpho bk o dgep b f( kY
£5 Footrerd o Sdurd riep e bon mAseT Preblyir v o0 ffwwﬁ rr0 obarb pape upn s LNt
2z PIAPIE OPE03 R ope YT 39488 By emana fraphyoent prip olord pupmm B £ 5 Ypss we oy o 1 x;n
wa3pbp 65 (63 57507 plem ot dmipn Joes obla pepaw taw 31 0ks w30 om e Yy wr»Sh‘:‘Enn qenpdia Sshobapn obegs
67 P G DD Soh vy b0y oper 5 Pk I PRI O P EhE bRz P AN 0 paw A Einn b ey s prro
fgr a3 s Fop 110350 b oppsom T ods cb by b [ LTH0) PLSTD CTP DIDRD (12 [N CINDIFS 1 LA0wemy r2 yxr'p
won ;p:pﬁ hrharfi % prvohons spp sra33wHe-I3 (M0 e A bz o re ropss aetp Il frns prPsYs u'r’n;w‘[ r;s
3 sy 2abs & 9peaa e pozo romd Sof Yot f123p 27039 €10 qub W.,_«é parophn pinp ik f!*)'ﬂ'-n" -; {;,»‘
£ et b3 1 1020 ord bl pmaon o brben f e b e € om opp n:-usm-ks o wp:,:‘ et ',:
§us rroh sire Blropn wm fom (rr o 007 To0%dod b tmbea abby B A4 sy B in scpbprsp -.3;;5‘ . .n; ’:’ :
on 3y ah popd s chond pavstbes Ao o mpbomr e (ras on AR TITEES Prg cbanb perp o l?;;? -r 12
EE93 F i 1038 6prr3and dorea Sips uom ferD 9B 1bpin 1363 nomes Yoo naken Sk amr Ses n;-a m‘-‘;f;tm
oo Y3 ombiopm (5 chioop pockard el pEno S erw pre b o Aroer fsehnrfied w‘*p rr ey bl
P boontps waeeny bz foko prbm piypbed oo 6 orma st piks erpapa Soh erroren o cord pam: obe S pepe paphed
w5 547 o B8 pare appbien oo i poboh FRPIOonY 030 o0 (2 0b1pa pemnasin v 7 5
225 ©Y3[0 oW Ah ph, £ 7P / NCABITLD iR %%‘p‘ o =T
» f i rmﬁgnﬁnmrm‘w Dbz b F1093 0 b0 13 B ok s i ovn s
o R e i
2 o s ﬁw:a*ifp o1 pho W ph oMb ho Caohsnbo anp otdm g o [Lrep e»nva;?w%ﬁ

DT TP IR T PEINTAIET
LRk T R am YAk Shann &b
ngr ppavEhvn haN o

P

Last edition of tractate Me'ila on its t.p.:
1528 - in the colophon, correctly, 1547.
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