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Belorussian and Ukranian Publications
Continuing its successful series of publications of early printed Slavonic books, IDC Publishers
now presents a unique selection of seventeenth-century Byelorussia and Ukrainian books from
Moscow State University Library. The collection – which includes over a hundred titles of
beautifully laid-out Bibles, liturgical works, and historical works – covers one of the most
fascinating periods in the history of Slavic book printing. It will prove an indispensable source of
information for scholars interested in the history, linguistics, and culture of the Eastern Slavs. 

National and cultural identity 

This collection bears witness to the
complex, yet fascinating process of
book printing in Belorussia and Ukraine
when these countries were still under
Polish-Lithuanian rule. Deprived of
political rights and freedom of worship,
the Orthodox Belorussians and
Ukrainians struggled to preserve their
national and cultural identity by printing
religious, liturgical, and historical books
in the Cyrillic script. Often, these
publications had a polemical intent –
attacking the Catholics, the Uniates, and
the Protestants alike – or propagated an
openly nationalist agenda. One of the
most popular works included in this
collection is the Sinopsis – the first
printed book on the history of the
Eastern Slavs that promoted the idea of
uniting all Slavic peoples. Equally
interesting in this respect is the
politically charged Trebnik, which was
published in 1646 at the instigation of
Piotr Mogila, the Metropolitan of Kiev.

The Brotherhoods 

The role of the Brotherhoods (bratstva)
was crucial to this process of national
emancipation. The Brotherhoods were
political organizations that sought to
stimulate Belorussian and Ukrainian
culture by, for example, establishing
schools and printing houses. Alarmed
by these initiatives and anxious to curb
the activities of the Brotherhoods, the
government of the Polish-Lithuanian
Union, in tandem with the Catholic and
the Uniate Church, banned all
politically sensitive publications.
However, this did not prevent educated
and influential Belorussians and
Ukrainians from taking part in printing
Cyrillic books. Printing houses
specializing in Belorussian or Ukrainian
publications existed at some point in
time in Kiev, L’vov, Chernigov, Vilnius,
Mogilev, and many other places.

Kievo-Pecherskaia lavra

The largest and most productive
printing house in Ukraine belonged to
the famous Monastery of the Caves, in
Kiev. It functioned from 1616 until the

end of the 18th century, and is
represented in the present collection by
47 titles. These include a 1619 edition
of the Anfologion (translated by Iov
Boretskii), Pamva Berynda’s Leksikon
slavianorusskii (the first Slavic
“encyclopedia”), and a number of
Besedy (“Conversations” on religious
topics) that are especially noteworthy
for the exceptionally high quality of the
typography. The second largest segment
of the collection comprises 20 books
printed by the Uspenskii Brotherhood of
Lvov, which was one of the most
important cultural centers in Ukraine
during the 17th and 18th centuries. In
Belorussia, the Brotherhoods of Vilna
and Eve, as well as smaller printing
houses in Mogilev and Kutein,
specialized in the printing of Cyrillic
books. Among the most valuable of the
23 Belorussian books included in this
collection are Kirill Trankvillion
Stavrovetskii’s Perlo mnogotsennoe
(1699), Akafisty vsesedmichnye (1698)
– which was printed by the Brotherhood
of Mogilev – and a number of
sumptuously illustrated liturgical works
and prayer-books.

Unique collection

The present collection consists of 109
rare or otherwise valuable Belorussian
and Ukrainian books printed in the 17th

century. As well as having an historical
value, the combination of luxurious
design and sophisticated typography
makes these works stand out as true
landmarks of early book printing. The
books were often embellished by
professional artists, who added
illustrations and designed the title
pages. Ukrainian and Belorussian books
differed from those printed in Moscow
in both style and content. Whereas the
latter were funded by the government
and meticulously censored by the
Metropolitan and the Tsar, the printing
in the Ukraine and Belorussia was
supported primarily by private
donations. Their repertoire was also
much more diversified. The books’
more colorful design, their covers,
dedications, coats of arms, and
spectacular illustrations contribute to
the uniqueness of this material.

Moscow State University Library 

Moscow State University Library
(founded 1756) is one of the biggest
libraries in Russia. Today, it stores more
than 8 million volumes and owns many
rare books and manuscripts. The most
valuable part of its holdings is in the
Rare Books and Manuscripts section,
which accommodates over 200,000
items, including unique Western,
Oriental, and Slavonic manuscripts,
archives, incunabula, prints, and other
early works. The unique collection of
early printed Slavonic books was
obtained largely through donations,
purchases, transfers from other libraries,
and the work of the Archeographical
Expedition (which spent over 30 years
working among Russian Old Believers
in different parts of the former Soviet
Union). Nowadays, the Slavonic
collection comprises 2,170 items dating
from the 1400s to the 1900s. 

Orthodox Eastern Church. Triodion, si est,
Tripesnets sviatoi velikoi chetyrdesretnitsi : ot
ellinninskago izsledovan… Kiev, 1648.



Cyrillic books printed before 1701 in
Brit. and Irish coll.
Cyrillic books printed before 1701 in
British and Irish collections : a union
catalogue / compiled by Ralph
Cleminson ... [et al.]. London : British
Library, 2000.

Gos. bib. SSSR.  Ukrainskie knigi
kirillovskoi pechati XVI-XVIII vv.
Gosudarstvennaia biblioteka SSSR
imeni V.I. Lenina. Otdel redkikh knig.
Ukrainskie knigi kirillovskoi pechati
XVI-XVIII vv. : katalog izdanii,
khraniashchikhsia v Gosudarstvennoi
biblioteke SSSR imeni V.I. Lenina /
[sostaviteli T.N. Kameneva, A.A.
Guseva].
Moskva : Gos. biblioteka SSSR. 1976-

Halenchanka, H.IA.  Kniha Belarusi,
1517-1917
Halenchanka, H. IA. (Heorhii
IAkaulevich). Kniha Belarusi, 1517-
1917 : zvodny kataloh / [skladal´niki
H.IA. Halenchanka, T.V. Neparozhnaia,
T.K. Radzevich].
Minsk : Vyd-va "Belaruskaia savetskaia
entsyklapedyia" imia Petrusia Brouki,
1986.

Luk´ianenko, V.I.  Katalog
belorusskikh izd. kirillovskogo shrifta
XVI-XVII vv.
Luk´ianenko, V. I. Katalog belorusskikh
izdanii kirillovskogo shrifta XVI-XVII
vv. / [sostavitel´ V.I. Luk´ianenko].
Leningrad : Gos. publichnaia biblioteka
im. Saltykova-Shchedrina, 1973.

Pozdeeva, I.V.  Katalog knig
kirillicheskoi pechati XV-XVII vv.
Pozdeeva, I. V. (Irina Vasil´evna).
Katalog knig kirillicheskoi pechati XV-
XVII vv. Nauchnoi biblioteki
Moskovskogo universiteta / I.V.
Pozdeeva, I.D. Kashkarova, M.M.
Lerenman.
Moskva : Izd-vo Moskovskogo
universiteta, 1980.

Pozdeeva, I.V.  Kirillicheskie izd. XVI
v.-1641 g.
Pozdeeva, I. V. (Irina Vasil´evna).
Kirillicheskie izdaniia : XVI vek-1641
god : nakhodki arkheograficheskikh
ekspeditsii 1971-1993 godov,
postupivshie v Nauchnuiu biblioteku
Moskovskogo universiteta / I.V.
Pozdeeva, V.I. Erofeeva, G.M. Shitova.
Moskva : Izd-vo Moskovskogo
universiteta, 2000.

Stroev, P.M.  Obstoiatel´noe opisanie
staropechatnykh knig slavianskikh i
rossiiskikh 
Tolstoi, Fedor Andreevich, graf, 1758-
1849. Obstoiatel´noe opisanie
staropechatnykh knig slavianskikh i
rossiiskikh : khraniashchikhsia v
bibliotieke grafa Feodora Andreevicha
Tolstova / izdal Pavel Stroev. Moskva :
V tip. S. Selivanovskago, 1829. 
(Available through IDC Publishers on microfiche,
Order no. R-5615).

Zapasko, IA.P.  Pam´iatky
knyzhkovoho mystetstva
Zapasko, IAkym Prokhorovych.
Pam´iatky knyzhkovoho mystetstva :
kataloh starodrukiv, vydanykh na
Ukraïni / IAkym Zapasko, IAroslav
Isaievych.
L´viv : Vyd-vo pry L´vivs´komu derzh.
universyteti vydavnychoho
ob´iednannia "Vyshcha shkola," 1981-
1984.
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EARLY PRINTED BIBLES

Editor: Prof. F. Büsser, Zurich University
This collection of 300 Bibles and Bible Translations from the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries is the first comprehensive collection of its kind, bearing unique testimony
to the efforts of several generations of scholars, artists, publishers, and printers who
produced the Book of Books. An additional list with Philological Tools from the
sixteenth century, consisting of grammars and dictionaries facilitates the usage of the
Bibles.
� 177 titles
� 2,902 microfiche

SLAVONIC BIBLES

Early Printed Cyrillic Books from the Lomonosov Moscow State University
Library
This collection comprises the earliest portion of the collection of Slavonic early
printed books of the Moscow University Library. It consists of forty Slavonic Bibles
and Cyrillic religious books printed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, including
beautiful editions of Gospels, New Testaments, Acts and Epistles, and Psalms. This
collection is an indispensable source of information for all those studying the history
and intellectual tradition of Russia and Eastern Europe.

A printed guide containing full descriptions of the books in the collection was
produced on the basis of the bibliography by I.V. Pozdeeva, I.D. Kashkarova and
M.M. Lerenman: "Katalog knig kirillicheskoi pechati XV-XVI v. Nauchnoi biblioteki
Moskovskogo Universiteta" (Moscow, 1980).
� 40 titles
� 492 microfiche
� Including printed guide (20 pp.)
� Texts in Church Slavic, as well as Belorussian, Ukrainian, and Russian translations from 

Church Slavic

CHURCH SLAVONIC AND RUSSIAN HAGIOGRAPHIES

Editor: Father Boris Danilenko, Synod Library of the Moscow Patriarchate
This collection lists very rare collections of Russian and Slavonic hagiographies,
Russian Paterika and reference works. 
� 57 titles 
� 646 microfiche
� Texts in Russian
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