Files of the Communist Party of the USA

In the Comintern Archives

PROGRAM

AND

CONSTITUTION

AT NATIONAL CONVENTION
NEW YORK CITY
December, 24 — 23 — 26 — 1921

Published by
Lyceum and Literature Department
Workers Party {
ROOM 405 — 799 BROADWAY
NEW YORK CITY
-1

m The original headquarter
records of the CPUSA
(1912-1944)

m Reports from regional and
local organizers

m Unique, detailed records
regarding the history of
the CPUSA

Editor: Dr. John Earl Haynes, Library of Congress, Washington, USA

PUIDC

PUBLISHERS



Files of the Communist Paty of the USA (CPUSA)

Following the successful release of the collection “Comintern Archives: Materials of Congresses
and Plenums of the ECCI”, IDC Publishers is pleased to announce it is expandifeying af

source materials from the Comintern Archives in Moscbwe Library of Congress obtained the
records of the CPUSA on microfilm for research use and preservation with no right of additional
reproduction. Howevein recognition of the importance of these materials to the scholarly
community the Russian State Archive of Social and Political History (RGASPI) granted

IDC Publishers the exclusive worldwide right to distribute these microfilms.

‘General staff of the world revolution’

Formally, the Communist International,
(Comintern), which was founded in
March 1919, was an independent
international oganization of
communists from various countries in

Europe, Asia, and America. In practice,

it was a Soviet-sponsored agency
responsible for coordinating the
revolutionary overthrow of capitalism
worldwide. Even todaytraces of this
organization can still be found in
countries throughout the world. As with
all such semsecretive aganizations,
the Comintern became surrounded by
rumor, conjecture, and myth. In the
past, being unable to reliably
distinguish between fact and fantasy
historians had to resort to guesswork.
This was because the archives of the
Comintern were hidden away in the
inaccessible repositories of the central

archive of the Central Committee of theexamine them.

USSR.

Comintern archives
The Comintern archive consists of all

the records created under the authority

of the Executive Committee (ECCI) of
the Third Communist International. It
contains original documents in more
than thirty languages from seven
Congresses and thirteen ECCI Plenum
drawn up by more than seventy
Communist and Left Socialist parties,
together with diferent international
organizations, often with personal
corrections by famous figures in the
Communist movement. They cover the
whole period of the activity of the Third
International, that is, from 1919 to
1943. In 1943, after the disbanding of
the Comintern, its archives were
transferred for storage to the Central
Party Archive of the Institute of
Marxism-Leninism. ©day the
Comintern archives are held by the
Russian State Archive of Social and
Political History (RGASPI) in Moscow

‘Hidden’ files headquarters. For the first time, it is

The Communist Party of the USA possible to document the functioning of
(CPUSA) has always been a secretive the local partyits relationship to the
organization. While occasional international, and the importance of
government raids, subpoenas, search individual members in shaping the
warrants, and congressional party’s program. These materials also
investigations made some provide information about the ways in
documentation part of the public recordWhich ordinary people experienced

the partys practice of hiding or records produced in America, these files

destroying records. contain documents created or gathered
Until 1992, the archives of the Soviet N Moscow by CPUSA representatives
Union dealing with Communist activity to the Comintern.

in America were closed to everyone

except a few Soviet Communist party History of the CPUSA

researchers. Howevehe dissolution of Many of the documents in this

the Soviet Union has led to the openingcollection are unique; the records are
of some of these archives. In 1992,  very detailed regarding the history of
Dr. John Haynes from the Manuscript the CPUSA, particularly its origins in
Division of the Library of Congress  the 1920s and the early and middle
learned of their existence, and in 1993 1930s. IDC Publishers makes this very
he became the first American scholar tAmportant resource available for
research. This collection provides a
On December 17, 1998, the Library of strong basis for reconstructing an
Congress and the Russian Center for thgcurate picture of American
Preservation and Study of Documents communism and anticommunism.

of Recent History (RsKhIDNI) signed

an agreement for the microfilming of

fond 515, the records of the CPUSA,

held by R'sKhIDNI. The archive was

subsequently reganized and is now

entitled the Russian State Archive of

SSocial and Political History (RGASPI).

Among the items in the CPUSA are:

An application for admission to
the Comintern from the newly
organized Communist Party of
America (November 1919).

1926 memo regarding Soviet
subsidies to the American
communist movement

Documents that illustrate the
emphasis the CPUSA placed on
organizing African Americans

Personal papers of two early
CPUSA leaders — John Reed and
William Haywood — that were in
their possession at the time of
their death in Russia.

The CPUSA collection

The CPUSA collection in the
Comintern Archivesfond515) includes
4,313 numbered fileglélg). The
material in the collection, lgely the
original headquarters records of the
CPUSA shipped to Moscow many
decades ago, spans the period from
1912 to 1944 with the bulk in the perioc
from 1922 to 1936. The files contain
the original incoming mail, carbons of
outgoing correspondence, reports from
regional and local ganizers, and
internal memoranda produced by
officials and ofices of the national



General information

Scope

Number of reels
Size of microfilm

Film type

Reduction ratio

Internal
finding aids

External
finding aids

Language

4313 files @eld) from fond515

326 microfilm reels containing 435,165 frames
35 mm.

Positive silver halide

Varies depending on the size of the original
Title frames on every reel

One line and Printed guide in English by
Dr. John Earl Haynes, Library of Congress

Most of the material in the CPUSA records is in English,
although in key documents are accompanied by

Russian, German, or French translations.

In some cases, the English original is not present and only t
Russian translation is extant.
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WORKERS PARTY OF AMERICA
dieedativigdddididiali T e FEET A

RED NIGHT!

Saturday, October 30, 1926

We will hold eleven meetings with fifty-sight speakers

(see other side) all adjourning to the

GRAND WIND-UP MEETING

on 110th Street and Fifth Ave.

at 10.30 p. m.

SPEAKERS:
WM. W. WEINSTONE
JULIET S. POYNTZ
ABRAHAM MARKOFF
JULIUS CODKIND

CHAS. KRUMBEIN
B. D. WOLFE
JACK STACHEL

A

Vote Communist

¥

READ OUR PROGRAM ON OTHER SIDE

VOTERS

66TH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT

VOTE FOR
ASSEMBLYMAN

MORRIS BIELL

PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES
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WORKERS ccommunisty PARTY OF AMERICA

L LOS ANGELES

HEADQUARTERS, 224 S. SPRING 5T., ROOM 200

4 BROOKLYN HALL, Sotr and Erookiyn

Read THE DAILY WORKER
The Workers cnly daily Paper in the English Language in America
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transfers, 1926 (reel 3}

HARRY M. WINITSKY

READ THE DAILY WORKER

Delo 869: District 2 material, 1926 (reel 63).

Delo4140: Biographies of party membership
transfers, 1926 (reel 3}
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Delo379: 2nd district materials, 1924 (reel 25).

Delo4140: Biographies of party membership



Related IDCprOjeCtS free folders and catalogs available

COMINTERN ARCHIVE

Russian State Achive of Social and Political Histoy (RGASPI), Moscow

The Comintern archive collection comprises the thousands of documents of the seve¢ Comintern Archive
congresses of the Comintern and the thirteen plenums of the Executive Committee o
the Comintern (ECCI), together with materials from the associated preparatory and = Newcompleted

working commissions. They include transcripts and minutes of meetings, with including lectronic index in four languages
individual presentations and general discussions and debate, materials presented by
leadership and those arising from the fldbeses, lists of delegates, mandates
(credentials), questionnaires filled out by delegates, appeals, open letters, and a we.
of other documents.

" Alook behind the scenes an micrafiche

* 14,569 microfiches + indexes.
* Index in English and Russian on CD-ROM.

¢ Texts in Russian and more than 20 European languages including English,
French,German, Italian, Polish, etc

The Russien Centre of Conservation and Stady uf Records for Modern History

NIDC
RUSSIAN POLITICAL P ARTIES o o
e S R T e |
A collection of books illustrating the broad array of political parties in the former & i e A
Russian Empire 2% Russian Political Parties
Editor: Anne Pries; author-compiler Galina A. Ivkina. I i s iy e s

| political parties in the former Russian Empire

Collection based on the catalogue of an exhibition on the subject, held in 1990 at the
State Historical Library in Moscavillustrating the broad array of political parties in

the 19th and beginning of the 20th centuries. The general literature concerns political
life in the Russian empire and the activity of the Russian parliament (Duma). Also
included are documents of fifent political parties ranging from the extreme right
(monarchists) to anarchist, social democrats and social-revolutionaries.

e 240 titles.

* 598 microfiches. L

* Textsin Russian.
RNIDC

Cover illustration fromDelo 77: 1st congress dvkers Party 1921 (reel 5).
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