PRODUCT INFORMATION

British Intelligence on Yemen

India Office Political and Secret ~ Reports and Handbooks

Files and Confidential Print from the Aden Archives
c. 1880-1948 c. 1940-1967
Medium: On microfiche and on microfilm Medium: On microfiche and on microfilm

Scope: 288 fiches or 26 reels
List price fiches: EUR 3,600 / US$ 4,968 List price fiches: EUR 2,350 / US$ 3,243

List price reels: EUR 3,380 / US$ 4,290 List price reels: EUR 2,470 / US$ 3,135
Languages: Predominantly English, with a few  Languages: Predominantly English, with a few
items in other (also local) languages items in other (also local) languages
Including EAD Finding Aid and printed guide =~ Including EAD Finding Aid and printed guide

Scope: 188 fiches or 19 reels

See www.idc.nl See www.idc.nl
@ for the EAD Finding Aid. @ for the EAD Finding Aid.

ORDER BOTH PARTS SIMULTANEOUSLY AND GET A 10% DISCOUNT!

LR

\ ;u-._a.,,\

3 e Vo &
He %{“
T L JHA £

1 A

o7 1 . :f“!

He, 2

Ldire?

M (F)

T A 1—-«‘41'1""%":‘;',_,
ook _Mq'l;_mb.‘ai;-‘" et

b o B s S
I.:‘:J»M:L t‘m*- R "“"ﬁ__f
btk ol |3 EAP of may wus —
‘MMJWMJ. [V ey )
Cemai Ak 'l--&'.-....c.“ by GF e
bl = 05k (foge A1) Anid fo h

bout whok, AL fL ."»

M fo

If you are interested in any of our other collections, please visit us at www.idc.nl
Here you can also download our General Terms & Conditions of Sale.

All prices given are subject to change without prior notice. Prices do not include VAT (applicable only to residents
of the Netherlands and residents of other EU member states without a VAT registration number). Prices do not
include shipping & handling. Note that customers in North America will be charged in US$.
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Advisor: Penelope Tuson
Former Curator of Middle East Archives,
Oriental & India Office Collections, British Library

Part of the IDC series British Intelligence Files

IDC

PUBLISHERS



IDC MICROFICHE AND MICROFILM COLLECTION

British Intelligence on Yemen

India Office Political and Secret Files and Confidential Print c. 1880-1948

The Republic of Yemen occupies an increasingly important
position in the geopolitical and economic landscape of the
Arabian Peninsula and in the wider context of Middle Eastern
and international relations. Formed in 1990 by the unification of
the Yemen Arab Republic and the People’s Democratic Republic
of Yemen, the modern state extends from the strategically
significant southern ports and islands of the Red Sea, through
the coastal plains, mountains and cultivated highlands of south-
western Arabia, to the deserts of the great Rub* al-Khali, or
Empty Quarter, and the oil fields of south-eastern Arabia.

From the nineteenth century onwards, Yemen was a focus of
imperial ambitions and economic interests. The archives of
the Political and Secret Department of the India Office (now
part of the Asia, Pacific and Africa Collections at the British
Library) are an outstanding source of information, not only on
British policy in the area but also on local politics, society and
commerce. Now made available for the first time in one major
series, the material in this collection consists of printed political
and military reports and handbooks, maps, memoranda

and intelligence reports, together with Political and Secret
Department files describing the wider context of international
relations.

Subjects covered include negotiations on boundaries and oil
concessions, with original treaties and concession agreements
as well as secret internal British government policy documents.
Following the first major Anglo-Turkish boundary negotiations
before the First World War, there are reports, maps, agreements
and diplomatic correspondence continuing through the 1930s
when the struggle for oil concessions in the Arabian Peninsula
became the dominant economic and diplomatic issue of

the region. At the same time local British officials reported
regularly on the shifting balance of power in south-west Arabia
and on the conflicting interests of Sayyid Idrisi of Asir, the Imam
of Yemen and the Saudi King ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Al Sa‘ud, culminating
in the Saudi absorption of Asir in 1930 and the Treaty of Taif in
1934. Subsequent negotiations on the delineation of boundaries
between independent Yemen, the Aden Protectorate and the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia are all described in the files.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE COLLECTION INCLUDE:

The Red Sea and Gulf of Aden Pilot, London, Admiralty, 1909
Handbook of Yemen, Cairo, Arab Bureau, 1917
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In addition, the regular reports of travellers and envoys provide
wide-ranging and unique information on topography, social,
tribal and religious life and major personalities in the entire
region.

Report by Sir Gilbert Clayton on his mission to the Imam of San‘a, 1926

Report on a Medical Mission to Taiz, 1931

Anglo-Yemen treaty negotiations and 1934 Treaty of San‘a
The Hanish islands and claims to sovereignty, 1928-1935
Aden Protectorate boundaries, with maps, 1930s

Report on the Social, Economic and Political Condition of the Hadhramaut by W.H.Ingrams, Colonial Office, 1936

IDC MICROFICHE AND MICROFILM COLLECTION

British Intelligence on Yemen

Reports and Handbooks from the Aden Archives c. 1940-1967

Before the unification of the Yemen Arab Republic and the
People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen in 1990 “two Yemens” co-
existed uneasily side by side, separated by uncertain boundaries
and widely different political systems. The British, settled in
Aden since 1839, were determined to extend their influence

into the outlying areas of the Aden hinterland. British rule was
consolidated when Aden became a Colony in 1937 and it was
reinforced by the creation of the Western and Eastern Aden
Protectorates. At the same time British officials in Aden were
continuously active in gathering information and maintaining
relations with independent Yemen and its capital, San‘a.

The Aden archives (now part of the Asia, Pacific and Africa
Collections in the British Library) are the records of successive
British administrations in Aden between 1839 and the British
withdrawal in 1967. They are a unique source of information

on international activities in the area and on local politics and
social and commercial developments. The items reproduced in
this collection consist of Secret, Top Secret, and Confidential,
printed and typescript reports and handbooks, maps,
memoranda and intelligence reports covering this important
period in Yemeni history. The material complements the files in
the companion set, “British Intelligence on Yemen, c. 1880-1948”
and takes the story up to the end of British colonial rule.

The material in the collection has been arranged in two groups:

The first group comprises printed and typescript reports and
handbooks on wide-ranging subjects covering the period 1939-
1967. They include economic, political and social developments
in southern Arabia, from British attempts to gather information
on the political situation in the north Yemen capital, San‘a, in
the 1940s to the development of the oil industry in the Aden
Protectorates in the 1950s and the consequent diplomatic
disputes over unresolved boundary issues. Many of the reports
include maps and photographs.

The second group comprises intelligence summaries with
detailed accounts of activities in Aden and the two Aden
Protectorates from the 1940s onwards. Also reproduced are
Local Intelligence Committee and Aden High Commission
reports from the 1960s. They include sections on local tribal and
state developments (for example, the Qu'aiti State of Shihr and
Mukalla) and sections on frontier areas, security forces and oil
negotiations. From the late 1950s onwards they examine and
report in unique detail on the growing and increasingly radical
independence movements, such as the National Liberation Front
(NLF), the Front for the Liberation of Occupied South Yemen
(FLOSY).

SECRET Pz

SECRET

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE COLLECTION INCLUDE:

A medical survey of the Western Aden Protectorate, 1939-1940
Impressions of a visit to Yemen: report by W.H.Ingrams, 1941

Brief Notes on the history of the tribes now residing in the Eastern Aden Protectorate, and their present area and divisions, 1955
General Handbook of the Aden Colony and Protectorate, Aden: Intelligence Branch, Headquarters, British Forces, January 1959

Report on the fisheries of the Eastern Aden Protectorate, 1960

Basic Paper on Boundary Problems in the Eastern Aden Protectorate, by A.F.Watts, Mukalla, 1962



