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Frits Lugt (1884-1970), art collector, scholar and compiler of the invauable Répertoire
des catal ogues de ventes publiques,’ began his career in 1901 a the Amsterdam auction
house Frederik Muller. During his 14-year tenure there he compiled auction catal ogues
for art collections offered for sde by the firm. After leaving Muller in 1915, Lugt began
working on his Les Marques de collections de dessins & d estampes.? By then he had
amassed a notable collection of saes catd ogues which formed the basis of the
Répertoire. He later donated the collection to the Rijksbureau for Kunsthistorische
Documentatie (RKD).

Originaly published in four volumes between 1938 and 1987, the print version of the
Répertoire has been unavailable, except through antiquarian book deders, for many
years. Thefirgt volume was printed in an edition of only 300 copies and subsequent
volumes aso had smdl print runs. Nidls von Holst described the newly published
volume onein areview in Zeitschrift fir Kunstgeschichte

All other hitorical works withstanding, Lugt’ s inventory of sdes can serioudy

be congdered the most important resource for finding or clarifying the origin of a
given work of art or gaining a quick overview of the development of art
collections and the art trade in a certain country or time period ...

[Trandation provided by Antje Bogart.]®

Lugt listed over 100,000 art auction catalogues from European and American libraries.
Catalogues were arranged in chronologica order and each entry provided the Lugt
number, date and place of sde, the collector’s name, types of objects included in the sale
(viz. paintings, prints, objets d' art), number of lots, auctioneer or auction house, symbols
of holding libraries and notes on annotations to the catalogue.

In January 2003, IDC Publishers, in collaboration with the RKD, issued the dectronic
versgon of Lugt’sfirst volume, covering the years 1600-1825. In May 2003 volume two



(1826-1860) was added, followed by volume three (1861-1900) in September 2003. (The
publisher does not plan to offer volume four online.)

The dectronic verson includes citations to the art auction catalogues included in the
print verson aswell as newly discovered cata ogues and corrections to the origina
volumes. Asof February 2004, nearly 60,000 records were included in the database. It
can be searched in ether English or French by Lugt number, date of sadle, place of sale,
provenance, auction house, content of sle and library holdings. Indexes for place of
sale, provenance, auction house and contentsinclude a‘browse list’” option, which is
especidly useful for variant spellings of place names and collectors names and language
differences. Boolean searching using ‘and’ or ‘or’ isfunctiond for dl of the search fidds
and results can be refined by combining indexed fieds. The searching Sructureis
intuitive, making it easy to comprehend and use. However agenerd word index would
have been a desirable additional search option.
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A Lugt's Répertoire online - Microsoft Internet Explorer provided by Clevelan...

Fike Edit Mew Favorites Took Hep i
Back v <+ @ 1 | Dsearch iFawcrites Sredia S e S W - 5 i
{Addressie) it/ fwww. droblishers. infolgt! S

" IDC ]_. t R I S I- rK
suBLIsHERS ugt's Repertoire online
- o e e
BLEIDEMN
RN AR Amcimonlimisa Fobins :I
Copies Gemam. FEB pnoss How mvsilabile miline
a Hame BTG A Solumes -3
et Balnisry WH 16001800
IR ErAnLe: AAF , BLP, EBHF
= Tha Ripatare LmatBikgin: NOE , WE aiess namas srodtsians, PLLI, e paroede
8 Réveroieoniing - e BHL annctatiorss, BHFL annataions, CILprices namess,
a A HEL | POL pricas, namess anncdabioes, addioeds], WAL
bt by pricR e A annoksions, WL anndtations, RLW, BLO
a Fuoblication schedule The Nathgdands ¥He., RKDH prices names snrolalians List of saleciail coplas
AbOeE)
= Prica [Chaar] (Peind] [Oehax|
# Oroer copdes of caalooues mﬁ“‘ﬁi' o KB ot ket
= Sycham raguemants JG8: M A0 prices, YUNH | FLHY | NNNY prices, JPh
n AE Bales Calaliges
WOCaniT ity 105 o 0= 2500 B
e 1217 - 1221
LR L DR RTE T Fatnarc + add
= OAginal inkoceiong Filmad cofry RKOH
-
@ Fepdback {0 0 03501 Fie 1 _.I_l
1 Cantart Mno:1223- 122
Filmad copy. REDH Liniihtaed it
Benrc D paricing | AL A1

% Ralreschange search
u GIngg Saa:n vAndrs

B0 D Pubishers SRRD

Frmcst=)

RN I
A [EL. 1St BW B 12:04 PM

@start] Clin. 7M. LD..
Fig. 1 b. Sample record, cont.

Search resultsinclude dl the fidldsin the printed volumes plus references to Getty
Provenance Index identification numbers (if available) and related catalogues and print or
microfiche reprint editions (see figures 1laand 1b).

Date-of- sale searches can be done by year, month and day. One can search for arange
of years or asingle year, arange of months or a single month and arange of datesor a
specific date. Advanced searching by date is abit confusing until the user redizes that
the search format used is year/day/month (yyyyddmm), entered numericaly. Formats are
printed at the bottom of each search screen for year, month and date searches, as shown
infigure 2.
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Fig. 2. Date-search screen.

The ‘search hdp’ link alows the user to access brief but clear explanations of
language notes, search options and search results. Users should note that when searching
by place of sde, the English version of the database uses Library of Congress name
authorities, while the French verson follows Lugt’ s origina place names. Other
idiosyncrasies of the database, such asthe fact that provenance information has not been
trandated into English, are dso explained in this section.

An added feature of Lugt’s Répertoire onlineisthe ‘Libraries database’ of major art
libraries with sgnificant auction catdogue holdings. 1t dlows searching by library name,
abbreviation (the Lugt symbol for holding libraries), place and country. The latter three
options offer browseligts. Although auction catalogue holdings are not provided,
directory information (name of ingtitution, address, telephone and fax numbers and
website address) is. When libraries have added holdings for art auction catal ogues to
their online catalogs, the webste link is an invauable searching tool. 1t would be useful,
however, if dl the addresses listed linked directly to library catdogs instead of to genera
indtitutiona web pages. To determine which libraries own a specific auction catdogue,
the *Libraries database’ should be used in conjunction with the Research Libraries
Group’'s SCIPIO (Sdles Catdog Index Project Input Online), a union catalog database of
bibliographic records for art and rare book saes catal ogues from the late 16th century to
the present. Only 12 of the 21 SCIPIO participants areincluded in the Lugt ‘Library
database’ .



IDC Publishers began reproducing art sales cataogues on microfichein 1987. To date,
catdogues included in the firgt three volumes of the printed Lugt Répertoire have been
reproduced in four series covering 1600 t01900. Reprint copies of art sales catalogues
that IDC has produced on microfiche (Art Sales Catal ogues 1600-1900) # can be ordered
eectronicdly through Lugt’ s Répertoire online. A price quotation (including postage and
handling) will be sent dectronicaly, followed by an invoice. The price of reprints up to
100 pagesis 30 euros. Reprints over 100 pages are 0.30 euros per page and microfiche
copies are hilled a 10 euros per fiche with aminimum order amount of 100 euros plus a
handling charge of five percent, with a minimum of 25 euros.

Lugt’ s Répertoire online is an impressive achievement, awelcome addition to the
auction cataogue literature, and far easier to search than the printed volumes. Its search
protocols are easy to understand and search results are clearly [abeled. Online help
screens can be accessed quickly and provide concise explanations to frequently asked
guestions about the database. The ability to order reprint copies of the cataloguesis sure
to be appreciated by art librarians and scholars who lack access to large collections of
auction materids or IDC's Art Sales Catalogues 1600-1900 microfiche callection. This
versatile, reasonably-priced dectronic verson will enable many librariesto end their
search for the expensive and hard-to-find print volumes.
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